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Columbia Jazz Band Welcomes New Director 
 

(Columbia, MD)  The Columbia Orchestra is pleased to announce and welcome Jim McFalls as the new 

director of the Columbia Jazz Band, the orchestra's partner organization.  Former director Pete 

BarenBregge, who led the band for seventeen years, has recently relocated out of the area.  The 

orchestra recognizes Pete for his many contributions to the band and looks forward to the outstanding 

talent and skills that Jim McFalls will bring to the organization.   

"We couldn't be more thrilled that Jim McFalls will lead the Columbia Jazz Band going forward," says 

Columbia Orchestra Music Director Jason Love. "Not only is he a phenomenal musician with a wealth 

of experience, he has a great vision for the group and is fantastic with audiences." 

"Even though Pete BerenBregge is leaving some very big shoes to fill, I will do my best to keep this 

well-oiled machine running smoothly," says new CJB director Jim McFalls.  "It is an honor and 

privilege to work with the CJB as I have known many of the musicians in the group for decades." 

After a 17-year worldwide touring and recording career with the Jazz Ambassadors, the US Army's 

premier touring jazz ensemble, Jim McFalls is now a freelance jazz trombonist and educator.  As a 

freelance musician, he has performed with a diverse array of ensembles, including the Baltimore 

Symphony Pops Orchestra, the Harrisburg Symphony, and the Kennedy Center Orchestra.  In addition, 

he has performed and recorded with jazz luminaries to include Chuck Brown (Washington DC's 

"Godfather of Go-Go"), Dave Liebman, Geoff Keezer, Denis DiBlasio, Ingrid Jensen, Clark Terry, 

Bobby Shew, Christian McBride, Ron Blake, Eddie Daniels, Dave Samuels, Jeff Coffin, Carl Fontana, 

Jon Faddis, and Toots Thielemans.  His recording credits include more than 50 projects as a featured 

soloist, as well as numerous national television spots.  Currently, Jim is a member of the internationally 

renowned Capitol Bones and Baltimore’s own Technicolor Motor Home.  He has also appeared on “Late 

Night with Conan O’Brien” and continues to tour extensively throughout the United States and Europe.  

As an educator, Jim is on the faculty of the Jazz and Commercial Music Studies Division at Towson 

University and serves on the faculty of several summer jazz camps throughout the Mid-Atlantic region. 

Jim guest conducts for county, district, and all-state level jazz ensembles throughout the U.S. and also 

appears at high schools and colleges nationwide as a Buffet Group USA performing artist playing 

exclusively on Antoine Courtois Paris trombones. 

The Columbia Orchestra thanks Vantage House, the Maryland State Arts Council, the Howard County Arts Council, and the 

Community Foundation of Howard County for their support. 
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